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U British Columbia Geography 2011 Trail Six Edition Released: Trail Six is an annual journal
written and edited by undergraduate students in Geography at UBC. Vol 5 contains the following
contributions: George Rahi: Energy, Equity, and Social Struggle in the Transition to a Post-Petrol
World; Samuel Robinson: Plant-Pollinator Interactions at Alexandra Fiord, Nunavut; Ryan
Vandecasteyen: The Pipedreams Project: A Photo Essay; Jonathan Walker: Representing Social
Space: Cognitive Mapping and the Potential for Progressive Urban Planning & Design; Owni Toma:
Visuality in Rome and the Architecture of Compliance; Aaron Lao: Unintended Consequences: How
Pursuing Aboriginal Treaty Rights Inadvertently Strengthens Canadian Sovereignty; and Esteban
Izquierdo: Bogota, Colombia: A Hard Core Geography. Trail Six: A Journal of Geography
U Waterloo’s Alex Brenning Discovers Chile’s Hidden Water Treasures: The world’s fresh water is
stored and transported by a range of natural reservoirs and formations – streams, rivers, lakes, bogs,
aquifers, glaciers, icebergs, clouds and highland mists, and of course, plants and animals. Another
important yet poorly understood source of fresh water is rock glaciers. Geographers and hydrologists
distinguish these frozen, debris-covered formations from ice-only glaciers. A joint research project of
the University of Waterloo in Canada and the Universidad Mayor in Chile has been investigating ways
to accurately identify rock glaciers. University of Waterloo geographer Alex Brenning Dr. Brenning
describes the elusive aspect of rock glaciers: ―You see absolutely nothing of all the ice that is on the
ground. This means the research methods for investigating rock glaciers are very different from what’s
used in glaciological research... so rock glaciers are not usually included in glacier inventories. Even
now there’s very little knowledge about their distribution in many mountain areas of the world, except
maybe the Alps and the Rocky Mountains." R&D
Université Laval’s Ellen Avard Awarded Canadian Polar Commission Scholarship: Ellen Avard a
PhD Candidate in Geographical Sciences at Université Laval has been awarded a $10,000 Canadian
Polar Commission Scholarship for her project entitled ―Greenhouses in the North: Developing a new
type of Local Food System in Nunavik‖. The general objective of this work is to develop a communitybased northern agricultural model—inspired and informed by the rich traditional relationship that Inuit
have with food—that addresses the food security needs, social challenges and environmental issues of
Arctic communities in a sustainable, culturally appropriate manner. The objective is to facilitate and
document the development of a greenhouse pilot project in Kuujjuaq (the administrative capital of
Nunavik and the largest of the regions’ 14 villages). It is thought that a project that is based upon
principles of ecological design and informed by Inuit praxis can not only produce high quality fresh food,
but can also help build-up the community capacity of this dynamic, rapidly growing, northern village.
ACUNS Award Recipients 2011-2012

Memorial University of Newfoundland’s Robert Way Awarded W. Garfield Weston Award for
Northern Research: Robert Way a masters candidate in the Department of Geography at Memorial
University of Newfoundland has been awarded Robert Way Awarded W. Garfield Weston Award for
Northern Research valued at $15,000 for his research on focused on reconstructing late Holocene
alpine glacier dynamics in the Torngat Mountains, Northern Labrador. Robert will investigate the
historical climatic sensitivity of glaciers located in the Torngat Mountains of northern Labrador, where
there are 59 small glaciers (<2 km2) covering an area of 16.7 km2. Although the occurrence of glaciers
in northern Labrador is largely unknown to Canadians and their contribution to Canadian terrestrial ice
volume is negligible, their geographic importance as the only glaciers on mainland North America east
of the Rocky Mountains, and as the southernmost glaciers along the highland rim of the Eastern
Canadian Arctic, make them of particular interest for scientific study. To address the climatic sensitivity
of Torngat Mountain glaciers, this research will conduct short- (historical photographs) and long-term
(late Holocene) analysis of past glacier activity. ACUNS Award Recipients 2011-2012
U Western Ontario Department of Geography in Top 200: The Department of Geography at the
University of Western Ontario is among the best in the world according to QS World University
Rankings for Arts and Humanities. The Top 200 list of universities offering arts and humanities degrees
recently placed The University of Western Ontario’s Department of Geography in the Top 200.Western
News
York U’s Robert Murdie on How to Improve Toronto Community Housing Corporation: In what’s
being called a crisis, the biggest challenge facing the TCHC is the dire state of its buildings and houses.
The housing corporation’s $650 million repair backlog prompted departing interim manager Case Ootes
to recently recommend that TCHC sell more than 900 of its single-family homes and plow more than
$400 million into the backlog. City council approved the sale of an additional 18 homes this week. It
may not be a bad idea, if it means a considerable amount of money can be poured into overall repairs,
said Robert Murdie, a professor emeritus of geography at York University — as long as displaced
residents are relocated. ―That’s the big caveat here. That’s the concern I have. What happens to those
tenants?‖ thestar.com
University of Ottawa’s Adrienne White Awarded W. Garfield Weston Award for Northern
Research: Adrienne White a masters candidate in the Department of Geography at the University of
Ottawa has been awarded Robert Way Awarded W. Garfield Weston Award for Northern Research
valued at $15,000 for her research on the dynamics of the Petersen Ice Shelf, Nunavut, Canada. The
objective is to complete the first comprehensive survey of the Petersen Ice Shelf, one of the last
remaining ice shelves in Nunavut, Canada. The survey will include ice thickness and mass balance
measurements, while quantifying recent changes in surface area (1950s to 2011). This is motivated by
the fact that since 2000 there has been a loss totalling >23% of the remaining ice shelves in Canada,
including the complete calving of the Ayles and Markham Ice Shelves in 2005 and 2008, respectively.
Adrienne’s study will also examine changes in adjacent features including the composition of the
epishelf lake and the extent of multiyear landfast sea ice, which may provide further insight into the past
and current stability of the ice shelf. ACUNS Award Recipients 2011-2012
UNBC 2011 Convocation Photos, Geography Program: Enjoy the photos taken at the Geography
pre-Convocation Celebration in the early morning of May 27, 2011 and a few from the convocation
ceremony. Aimee Smith (BA Geography '11) was awarded the Top Geography Student Award for the
2011 graduating class. UNBC 2011
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Other “Geographical” News
UBC Library Digitizes Rare Japanese Maps: In 2010, the UBC Library completed the third and final
phase of a multi-year project that involved the digitization of hundreds of rare maps dating to Japan’s
Tokugawa, or Edo, period (1600-1868). Work on the project began in 2005. Much of the material, which
dates from about 1650 to 1850, was acquired from collector George H. Beans decades ago. The set of
works, one of the largest of its kind outside of Japan, specializes in private and travel-related maps and
guides. The latter part of the project focused on the digitization of nearly 100 atlases, along with 16
huge maps. The entire effort is online in English and Japanese at Japanese Tokugawa.
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