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McMaster U’s Bruce Newbold awarded the David E. Boyce Award for Service: Bruce Newbold,
Professor/Director, School of Geography & Earth Sciences at McMaster University, was awarded the
David E. Boyce award in recognition of service to the field of Regional Science at the Ottawa meetings
of the North American Regional Science Council. The award honours Professor David Boyce, a
prominent figure in Regional Science who promoted the Regional Science Association for a number of
years and was instrumental in its long term success. NARSC Awards & Prizes
UNBC’s Sarah de Leeuw first Northern recipient of an MSFHR scholar award: In partnership with
the National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal Health (NCCAH), the Michael Smith Foundation for
Health Research (MSFHR) has awarded its first scholar award to a researcher based in northern British
Columbia. Dr. Sarah de Leeuw is also one of the first recipients of a partnered scholar award in the
province. De Leeuw is an assistant professor in the Northern Medical Program at the University of
Northern BC and a research associate with the NCCAH. Her research seeks to address health
inequalities lived by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in northern BC, especially compared to
people in urban areas in southern BC. She is examining how creative arts and the humanities can
resolve health inequities and attend to social determinants of health, particularly as they manifest in
specific geographies. UNBC News
UBC geography graduate corrects Vancouver Sun geography: Ian D. Thomson (BA in Geography
1975, UBC) pointed out in recent correspondence to the Vancouver sun that geographically there is no
actual Cypress Mountain. The original ski area developed rather by accident in that the Cypress Bowl
area was logged in the late 60s without the idea of it being a ski area. The three mountains that form
the bowl are Hollyburn to the east, Mount Strachan on the north and Black Mountain to the west. Some
years ago the name Cypress Bowl didn't sound glamorous enough. The idea of skiing in a bowl didn't
quite have the advertising appeal that Cypress Mountain evokes, so the name was invented.
Vancouver Sun
Western U’s PhD candidate Nati Bergman wins conference best poster award in Colorado:
Nathaniel Bergman, Geography PhD Candidate at Western University, who received the Best Poster
Award from the Association of State Dam Safety Officials. Nati's poster titled, 'The Nahal Oz Reservoir
Dambreak Flood: Geomorphic Impact and Channel Hydraulics in a Small Ephemeral Loess-Channel,
Negev Desert, Israel' was presented at the 2012 Dam Safety Conference held in Denver, Colorado in
September. Poster 1 & Poster 2.

U Calgary’s Sean Marshall watching the seas rise: Researching global sea level rise and glacier
response to climate change, Sean Marshall, Department of Geography at the University of Calgary, has
established himself as a leader in his field. He made headlines with recent scientific findings, which
indicate that within 1,000 years the West Antarctic ice sheet is likely to experience a complete collapse,
causing a rise in the global sea level of at least four metres. Now, with his Canada Research Chair
renewed, he plans to expand the boundaries of his work. “My aim is to come up with the whole story
about global glaciers and sea level, because we’ve only got parts of the story now,” Marshall says.
“We’d like to put specific numbers and estimates to it. Is it a meter or a half-meter of sea level rise by
the year 2100, and what’s our confidence in that?” UC Arts Now
Memorial U Geography Master’s student Beth Cowan charting the Canadian North: Geography
Master’s student Beth Cowan began her fieldwork last month along the eastern coast of Baffin Island,
NU aboard research vessel, MV Nuliajuk. “My fieldwork provided me with many once-in-a-lifetime
experiences, as well as remarkable seabed bathymetric imagery to kick off my research,” explained
Beth. “I met many friendly people and learned as much about the Arctic and Newfoundland culture as I
did about the seabed. Much of this was gleaned from the crewmembers, who willingly shared their
knowledge of fishing and exploring the uncharted waters of the North.” Beth is co-supervised by Drs.
Trevor Bell and Don Forbes, Geography Department, and ArcticNet funds her MSc research. Memorial
Geography News
U Winnipeg’s Danny Blair on changing climates offer opportunities for Canadian agriculture:
Global corn demand has outstripped supplies three of the last four years. That shortfall, along with the
more hospitable growing weather and the introduction of seed varieties that make plants mature faster,
is transforming Canada’s grain mix, says Danny Blair, a professor of geography at the University of
Winnipeg. “The winters have warmed and shortened dramatically,” accompanied by more rainfall that
allows for earlier planting and greater soil moisture that helps crops. Global warming will increase the
frequency of drought and erratic rainfall even in Canada, says Blair, who notes that the weather creates
more opportunities for Canadian agriculture, despite the risks. Bloomberg Businessweek
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The association has released the most recent quarterly CAG Newsletter containing communications
from the CAG Executive. Volume 19(3) includes a column from CAG President Jean Andrey focused
on Canadian geographers and the International Geographical Union, as well as providing a quick scan
of post-secondary geography education in Canada. Included is a notice of the 2013 Annual Meeting of
the Canadian Association of Geographers, Sunday, August 11 – Thursday, August 15 hosted by
Memorial University. Newsletter 19(3)
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Other “Geographical” News
Concordia student sues institution over lowered mark: A Concordia University student is taking the
institution to court over grading practices. The student says he earned an A- in an energy policy class
last year, but was arbitrarily marked down to a B+ as a quota of As in the class had already been
reached. "The department had a hidden policy that the rule is no more than 25 per cent of any class
gets an A," the student claims. "But they didn't bell curve it, they just eliminated some As -- and that's a
biased policy." Montreal Gazette
For women in the climate sciences, a struggle to find a voice: In surprising numbers, women in
climate science in particular and the physical sciences in general are abandoning academic careers.
The reasons are as varied as the individuals - some leave for maternity issues or other family
pressures, others give up in the face of subtle gender bias within the academic world. And others feel
there are better platforms than a university position to apply the science they love and to speak out to a
broader audience, with greater impact. The Daily Climate
The Publishing Dilemma: The further along I get in my doctoral program, the more I am thinking about
publishing my research in scholarly journals. Like most PhD students hoping to land an academic job,
I’d eventually like to see my research published in a prestigious journal in my field. These days,
however, doing so is complicated not merely by the need to produce top-notch research, but also by a
genuine moral quandary. University of Toronto Magazine
How to improve coastal cities climate resilience: Climate scientist Cynthia Rosenzweig has been
studying the impacts of global warming on New York City since the 1990s, and was part of a group that
analyzed the unique risks faced by the Big Apple way back in 2001. The group's report predicted what
a once-a-century superstorm like Hurricane Sandy proved. Scientific American
Climate change threatens sweet smell of morning coffee: Researchers have found that 38-99.7%
of the areas suitable for wild arabica coffee will disappear by 2080 if predictions of rising temperatures
pan out. Because coffee is a highly climate-dependent crop, the increase of a few degrees of average
temperature in growing regions can put at risk the future of Arabica coffee and the livelihood of millions
of people who grow and produce it. Reuters
The do’s and dont's of contacting professors for research: Professors can seem (and sometimes
are) intimidating and oftentimes, it’s difficult to understand the “etiquette” required when contacting
them about the possibility of getting involved in research. Do: Introduce yourself; be polite; do your
homework before contacting a faculty member.; and, sell yourself. Don’t: Send generic emails; neglect
proofreading; and, give up. Life @ U of T
Iceland Name Change? Iceland's tourism agency launched a contest over the summer to rename the
country, but the results so far are not likely to appear on a placard at the United Nations. The tourism
naming page lists such names as: Jump For Joy Land, Catch-A-Cloud Land, and OMGWTFland.The
government however is under no obligation to change the country's name, which in Icelandic is Ísland.
Discovery News
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Some not so “Geographical” News

The CAG now works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
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