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U Northern British Columbia’s Brian Menounos predicts Salmon Glacier will be gone in 90
years: According to a new scientific study, the Frank Mackie glacier complex, which includes the
spectacular Salmon Glacier near Stewart, will have virtually disappeared between 2075 and 2100. Up
around Stewart the recession of at least one glacier is easily apparent. According to City of Stewart
administrator Tara Barker, the Bear Glacier which you see driving through the mountains on the
highway into Stewart has shrunk dramatically. “Just in the last 10 years, everyone notices it used to
come right up to the highway before there was the pool there,” she said of the viewing area near town.
As for the Salmon Glacier, she said the size of it would make melting less apparent. “What you see is
just the toe of it,” she said. “It’s definitely one of the biggest attractions when people come for their first
time, their first question is, “where is the Salmon Glacier?” According to the new projections, the answer
in 100 years will be: it’s gone. The research involved a contribution from UNBC geography professor
and glacier change specialist Brian Menounos. “A lot of that is projected by us to undergo decline even
under the more conservative emissions scenarios,” said Menounos of the Salmon Glacier complex.
Terrace Standard
U Toronto Mississauga "tree caching" trail leads graduate to employment: If you go into the
woods around the U of T Mississauga you’ll probably notice some shiny new tags on the trees. The
business card-sized metal frames contain a laminated card with a QR code. Scan that code with an app
on your smartphone, and you’ll be taken to a web page packed with info about the tree, including a
photo, identifying characteristics and more. Known as a “tree caching” trail, the tags are the work of
Nimesha Basnayaka, a recent graduate of the environmental science and geography program at UTM.
Basnayaka created and implemented a self-guided tour of the campus’ trees as part of a recently
wrapped year-long experiential learning internship with Climate’s Sake, an environmental education
charity based in Mississauga. Over the past school year, Basnayaka worked with the UTM grounds
division to identify and catalogue significant tree specimens. Fifty-four trees were initially identified, with
24 trees making the final list. “We tried to get as many species as possible to get an accurate
representation of the species that are found on campus,” Basnayaka says. “We included a white oak,
located between IB and CCT, that’s over a hundred years old, as well as the crabapple trees between
Davis and Kaneff.” Her internship landed the recent graduate a full-time job with Climate’s Sake.
Basnayaka says she learned a lot about tree species and also how to put her academic skills to
practical work. Now an employee, Basnayaka will implement the “Planting for Change” program,
working with schools across Ontario to plant trees and shrubs and measure the effects of climate
change in the province. UTM News

Memorial U Geography’s Trevor Bell featured in Luminus: "Looking North," the cover story for the
most recent Luminus, focuses on Memorial's research in the North. Trevor is featured in the article as
the principal research partner for the SakKijânginnatuk Nunalik: the Sustainable Communities Initiative
(SCI) for the Nunatsiavut Government. Trevor also wrote the Last Word for the Winter 2015 issue, titled
"In Our Own Backyard," while on board the MV Nuliajuk - the Government of Nunavut (GN) fisheries
research vessel. Trevor's photographs are featured throughout this issue, including the image on the
cover. MUN Geography News

U Victoria’s Dan Dan Shugar (Geography) spoke to CBC Radio One on May 10 about his discovery
of a further landslide and flooding risk in Nepal after the April 25 earthquake in that country.
U Guelph welcomes Kirby Calvert as new Assistant Professor in Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change. At a critical time for efforts to mitigate global climate change, the Department of
Geography is profoundly excited to offer their undergraduate and graduate students, not to mention
Ontario's rapidly evolving energy sector, a specialist in energy transitions. Guelph Geography News
U British Columbia welcomes Jessica Dempsey as new Assistant Professor. Jessica writes: “I am
delighted to return to UBC Geography in January, the institutional home of my graduate training (MA
2005, PhD 2011). My research and teaching focus on environmental politics of all shapes and sizes.
For the last three years I’ve been fortunate to work with the students and faculty at the School of
Environmental Studies at the University of Victoria as an Assistant Professor. UBC Geography News
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Other “Geographical” News
Are too many of our kids going to university? The debate is a crucial one for a variety of reasons.
University education is expensive, both for the governments that fund undergraduate and graduate
education and student financial aid, and for the individuals and families who cope with ever-rising tuition
fees and related costs. It is fair to ask if the money is well spent. Given that the vast majority of students
(supported by their parents) attending university do so because of their aspirations for a decent career
and income, it is also legitimate to ask if the system is adequately preparing young adults for the
contemporary workforce. (Spoiler alert: the answer is that, yes, there are jobs for graduates but that
many positions offer low wages, temporary work and not the career track that young Canadians
anticipated.) National Post
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Cruise passenger UAVs to be banned in the Arctic and Antarctic: Two major associations
representing tour operators in the Arctic and Antarctic have stated that they will not allow visitors to
bring recreational Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) into the regions. The International Association of
Antarctic Tour Operators and the Association of Cruise Operators have both announced that they will
forbid their cruise passengers to use UAVs in the upcoming season, Maritime Executive reports. The
popularity of the flight and camera systems has grown considerably in the last several years due to the
fact that the devices are generally lightweight and inexpensive. Many tourists use the devices to
capture photographs and videos of the surrounding landscapes. However, the operation of UAVs may
lead to increased noise pollution, disturbances to wildlife and may interfere with scientific work. Alaska
Dispatch News
Caribou in British Columbia face extinction due to human development: Woodland Caribou
populations across Canada have seen declines in recent years, but they've been particularly serious in
areas where industrial development has invaded previously undisturbed wilderness habitat. These
disturbances have also led to more predators entering the area and fewer places for the caribou to hide
from them, resulting in a population of caribou at definite risk of extinction. CBC Radio
Crowdsourcing project seeks Albertans’ help to find rare butterflies: Little is known about the
many species of butterflies in Alberta, but a new crowdsourcing project is trying to change that. The
goal of the Alberta Butterfly Roundup is to collect evidence of each known species. It’s organized
through the website E-Butterfly, where butterfly enthusiasts may submit photos or descriptions of
sightings. Edmonton Journal

Some not so “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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