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U Victoria’s Reuben Rose-Redwood unearths city grid that would have been in Central Park: On
an overcast day two men dug a rather large hole in a lawn in Central Park and unearthed a roughly
three-foot-tall, nine-inch-square white stone, two sides of which were inscribed with numbers. The
stone marks an intersection that never came to be, one of many spliced out of the grand plan when city
residents demanded an antidote to the grid. At some fifteen hundred and fifty intersections
“monumental stones” like this one were set out; at nearly a hundred others where bedrock or boulders
were intersected iron bolts were placed by 1817. One well-known bolt endures, embedded in a low rise
of gray schist in the park’s southern section. It was discovered and confirmed to be in the right location,
in 2004, by Reuben Rose-Redwood, a geographer at the University of Victoria, and Lemuel Morrison,
then of Mercator Land Surveying, who hunted for Randel bolts throughout Central Park when RoseRedwood was conducting research on the 1811 plan for his master’s thesis. “We never looked for
monuments,” Morrison said. “We just presumed they were all gone.” As have most people who search
for, or are intrigued by, survey markers and a landscape view of New York City history. The New Yorker
U Regina’s Dave Sauchyn use tree rings to explain past, predict future: It's hard to predict the
weather, but University of Regina researchers are using trees to trace weather patterns from the past
and give insight into what Saskatchewan's climate might look like in the future. Dave Sauchyn, senior
research scientist at the Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative, said prairies trees have plenty of
lights, carbon dioxide, good soil, and nutrients. What varies year-to-year is water. "The amount of tree
growth each year depends on how much water was in the soil," he said. "There are trees that are
hundreds, even thousands of years old," Sauchyn said. "So by measuring the growth every year, we
can figure out how much water has been in the soil, the lakes, and the rivers over the past 1,000
years." To get information on Saskatchewan, researchers look to the Rocky Mountains in Alberta
because they are older, but also because that's where most of the people in Saskatchewan get their
water. "It's revealed that there are fairly consistent climate cycles. There is a cycle on the order of years
and we know that's the result of El Niño and La Niña," he said. Sauchyn said the cycle that scientists
are only starting to understand is in terms of decades. Typically there are a couple decades of drier
weather and a couple of wetter weather, which researchers, using some tree ring data, have recently
linked to the circulation of the Pacific Ocean. CBCNews | Saskatchewan | The Western Producer

U Victoria’s Trisalyn Nelson’s Biketoria course gives students a chance to work on real-life
project: A City of Victoria cycling program has wheeled its way into the halls of academia as the
subject of a new course offered by the University of Victoria. The course is officially known as
Geography 491: Advanced Topics in Geography, and will provide an opportunity for students to look
into the city’s Biketoria initiative. Biketoria was launched by the city in 2015 as a vision for creating an
expanded cycling network that can accommodate people with a range of ages and abilities. The UVic
course has been put together by Trisalyn Nelson and will take place downtown in the Capital Regional
District boardroom. The setting is part of the experience, she said. “We wanted to give the students a
sense that something different was happening to really get them thinking outside the box and feeling
like a part of the community,” said Nelson, whose work has included the creation of bikemaps.org, a
website that maps cycling-safety incidents. Nelson said the Biketoria course evolved out of strong
connections with the city. “It’s really a great collaboration between the city and the community and
UVic,” she said. The course will include a series of student projects that delve into various aspects of
the cycling system, Nelson said. “Many of the projects will hopefully be supporting the information
needs of the city as they roll out the Biketoria project, so we’ll be looking at a number of different kinds
of evaluation projects we could do,” she said. “We want to understand what happens to a city before
and after you make these big infrastructure investments.” Students could also talk to community groups
or examine how replacing parking spots with bike lanes affect businesses, Nelson said. “So how many
of their customers are driving, walking, riding and how does this change over time?’ The city will be part
of the teaching process, she said. “A lot of the city staff are going to come in and speak about
historically what’s been happening with cycling in Victoria, what is the Biketoria project what you need
to consider when you actually put in bike lanes.” Times Colonist | UVicNews
U Lethbridge’s Stefan Kienzle has an Alberta climate website that lets you compare temperature
and other weather changes since 1950: If you ask 10 Albertans how the weather has changed over
the years, chances are you'll get 10 different answers — and a whole bunch of anecdotes. But now, a
University of Lethbridge hydrologist wants us to put aside our perceptions and look at the actual data.
"It's really important for all of us to understand the difference between weather and climate," said Stefan
Kienzle, professor of geography at the U of Lethbridge. "Climate is the average weather of many years,
typically 30 years. So climate is really just a statistic." By analyzing daily temperatures, Kienzle has
created a simple, interactive online map that tracks temperature changes in Alberta between 1950 and
2010. Kienzle was able to break down temperature trends in 10-by-10 kilometre squares across the
province. Users can zoom into the online map to see how the growing season, heat waves, days over
25 C, frost days, full days below 0°C, and days below -25 C have changed over time. And according to
Kienzle, the records tell us the province is getting warmer. "The average annual temperature has
increased in Alberta by between two and three degrees. Particularly in winter. The winters have
warmed much, much faster than the summers have warmed." He says the weather records also reveal
that overall, the number of heat waves in the province has doubled since 1950 — and he doesn't
expect things to cool down anytime soon. "The trends we have detected will clearly continue into the
future and potentially even accelerate further." CBCNews | Calgary | Lethbridge Herald
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Other “Geographical” News
Discarded goldfish are taking over Hamilton's harbour: Have you ever dumped your goldfish in
Hamilton Harbour? Here's the bad news: it's been breeding. Researchers at the Royal Botanical
Gardens have counted as many as two million large and small goldfish this year, fish that are likely
descendants of people dropping unwanted pets in the water. Now there are so many that they're
throwing another wrench into attempts to rehabilitate the bay. This year, the RBG team has counted as
many as 2,500 large goldfish and two million young, said Tys Theysmeyer, head of natural lands with
the Royal Botanical Gardens. They seem to be thriving thanks to climate change, and poor water
conditions that have discouraged native species from flourishing. CBC | Hamilton
Are blue skies back for Canada’s scientists? Many scientists in Canada are immensely relieved that
the Harper era is over. A common bone of contention was the Harper government’s moves to put a
greater emphasis on commercialisation of research. According to Jim Woodgett that aspiration was
“clearly being enacted in terms of the types of funding programmes they wanted, the creation of a
number of commercialisation centres and [the placing of] a lot more emphasis on research that would
lead to product development. It was all really at the expense of a lot of basic science.” On 4 November,
his first day as prime minister, Justin Trudeau restored the minister of science to a Cabinet-level
position and gave the job to Kirsty Duncan, adjunct professor of medical geography at the University of
Toronto. Her “overarching goal”, she says, “will be to support scientific research and the integration of
scientific considerations in our investment and policy choices”. Time Higher Education
Asian carp could become most common fish in Lake Erie: A new study warns Asian carp could
become the most common fish in Lake Erie if the ravenous invaders develop a breeding population
there. The study, based on computer models, projects that Asian carp species could eventually make
up about one-third of the total fish weight in Lake Erie, which has the most fish of the five Great Lakes.
It was conducted by scientists with several universities and government agencies in the U.S. and
Canada. The study says a successful Asian carp takeover could reduce numbers of popular sport
species like walleye and rainbow trout, along with prey species including gizzard shad and emerald
shiners. The research team plans similar modeling of potential Asian carp effects on Lakes Michigan,
Huron and Ontario. Bighead and silver carp were imported to the southern U.S. from Asia decades ago
and have migrated northward. They eat tiny plants and animals that other fish need. CBCNews |
Windsor
'Huge' Atlantic lobster washed up in Vancouver likely set free by animal lovers: It's certainly not a
typical sight on Vancouver beaches, or anywhere on the West Coast, in fact: The carcass of a large
lobster, native to the Atlantic Ocean, with claws almost as big as a man's size 11 shoe. We showed the
picture to Chris Harley, a marine ecologist at the University of B.C., who said Atlantic lobsters turn up in
the Pacific from time to time. There have been decades of attempts to introduce Atlantic lobster to the
Pacific, including federal government programs tossing thousands into the ocean as far back as the
1950s, but none has seemed to take, said Harley. One, for instance, was caught off Bowen Island that
became a minor media sensation in 2014. Then, as now, Harley said, the lobster likely crossed the
country destined for a dinner plate. "It was almost certainly brought over live through the live seafood
trade for restaurants or the seafood markets," said Harley. "People will buy live seafood, including
lobsters, and then through what they think is an act of kindness, release it into the wild here in
Vancouver." Harley was struck by how big this particular one is, larger than what's normally seen in a
live fish tank at the store. "Those claws are pretty huge," he said. "That suggests that if someone
bought it in a store and released it ... then it may have been cruising around for quite a while to grow
that big." CBCNews | British Columbia
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Some not so “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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