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U Victoria’s Chris Darimont co-authors study that concludes cougar-human in British Columbia
linked to trophy hunting: Cougar hunters in B.C. who target and kill big adult cats are linked with
increasing subsequent dangerous interactions with people. The death of mature, mainly male, cougars
provides inroads for immature “teenage” cougars to get in trouble with risky behaviour, and that
includes contact with humans, said Chris Darimont, the Hakai-Raincoast and UVic professor in the
Department of Geography. It’s not a cause-and-effect relationship, but an association based on 30
years of B.C. data studied by three researchers, including ones at the University of B.C. and the
University of Cape Town, South Africa. “When the larger males are removed, younger males fill the
void left by the killed cats,” said Darimont, scientific director for the Raincoast Conservation Foundation.
“And younger cats are most likely to get into conflict.” The finding held up across the province, including
Vancouver Island, which is widely described as the world’s “hotspot” for cougars. The “strong but not
universal pattern” adds to the growing weight of evidence that killing large predator mammals causes
many more problems than it solves, he said. That’s because the data show that for both male and
female cougars, it’s always the younger and smaller animals that come into conflict with humans. The
finding is significant in contradicting the notion popular among proponents of carnivore-hunting that
culling cougars by hunting makes conflict with people less likely. “It confronts and demolishes the idea
that hunting cougars can decrease conflict,” Darimont said. Most hunters in B.C. eat what they kill, but
not cougar hunters, he said. Victoria Times-Colonist
Waterloo teacher Doug Koegler wins award for explaining the world of geography: Geography is
so much more than knowing place names on a map. Geography is the big picture. And it provides good
jobs, as organizations realize they can map big numbers to determine why people do what they do, and
where they do it. Take this from a good source: retired Waterloo teacher Doug Koegler. He's been
named among the nation's best geographers, winning a top award from the Royal Canadian
Geographical Society after a lifetime of achievements. Koegler, 67, helped drive geographic education
in Ontario. He doesn't have to work too hard to persuade this newspaper why geography matters.
"Geography is dynamic. It's real. It's actually happening out there," Koegler says. Koegler's award
honours him for being a leader in geographic literacy. He defines it as "being able to go somewhere
and not be surprised" because you understand the complexities of the world. The Record.com

UBC Okanagan’s Jon Corbett creates crowdsourcing map to track changes in Canada’s media:
While the landscape of Canadian media outlets has changed significantly during the past decade, a
UBC researcher is hoping to keep tabs on exactly what has changed and where. Assoc. Prof. Jon
Corbett has teamed up with Ryerson University’s School of Journalism and Royal Roads University, to
work on the Local News Research Project. The goal is to examine the future of local journalism and
news sources across Canada. For his part, Corbett created an interactive map through UBC
Okanagan’s Spatial Information for Community Engagement lab. Corbett, who teaches in Community,
Culture and Global Studies, says the crowd-sourced map will give people an opportunity to track
changes to media—like a small town newspaper closing—and comment on what’s going on. “There
has been a huge transformation of media and the way people are getting their news in the past 10
years,” says Corbett. “We want to know what type of news are people getting, is it from the same
source, and is it a credible source? We want to examine the consumption of news across the country
and how it has changed.” The crowdsourcing map launched in June; since then more than 800 people
have used it to explore and report changes to local news outlets in communities across Canada.
People can add a marker to the site to represent an event like a newspaper shutting down, or reducing
the number editions it publishes a week, or even a merger of media outlets. The map reports on cuts to
local news broadasts, the closure of local online, radio, television and newspaper media outlets and the
launch of new endeavors. Users can also use it to identify which media companies are scaling back or
expanding local news operations. “This map gives us the best visual analysis of what’s happening in
Canadian media across the country,” says Corbett. “There has been a very definite temporal change,
and we can see it.” The map will be used to detect geographical patterns and other trends such as
whether certain types of media outlets are closing more frequently than other types. The Daily Courier |
UBC Okanagan News
Memorial U’s Trevor Bell shortlisted for $1-million Arctic Inspiration Prize: A respected field
scientist, who has spent his recent career championing Arctic research, is a finalist for a prestigious $1million national honour often called the Nobel Prize of the North. Dr. Trevor Bell, University Research
Professor in the Department of Geography, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, is one of eight
people shortlisted for the fifth annual Arctic Inspiration Prize. The honour goes to teams whose
research and projects translate knowledge into action for the benefit of the people of the Canadian
Arctic. Bell, a Memorial alumnus, and his team are shortlisted for their work with the project SmartICE
(Sea-ice Monitoring And Real-Time Information for Coastal Environments), a Memorial-led sea-ice
monitoring system developed with coastal communities. He’s the lead investigator for the project, which
is a partnership between the university, industry and the federal and Nunatsiavut governments.
SmartICE provides locally relevant information for sea-ice travel in our two pilot communities — Nain,
Labrador, and Pond Inlet, Nunavut — where, like many other places in the North, sea-ice is part of the
winter highway, the travel route to country food and a fundamental part of culture and well-being. The
SmartICE system combines traditional ice knowledge with the latest satellite imaging and ice-sensing
technology, allowing community members to plan safe passage on sea ice. “Our primary goal is to
transform the current community research partnership into a northern social enterprise — SmartICE
Inc. — that will deliver an operational service generated by Inuit for coastal communities and industries
across the Arctic,” said Dr. Bell. “We are committed to maximizing social impact and creating positive
change in Arctic communities while applying an entrepreneurial approach to sea-ice information
services.” This is not Dr. Bell’s first time being associated with the Arctic Inspiration Prize. In 2013, he
was principal research partner of SakKijânginnatuk Nunalik: the Sustainable Communities Initiative of
the Nunatsiavut Government that was named one of three overall recipients. That project focused on
providing healthy housing solutions for Nunatsiavut communities that addresses changing climate,
infrastructure requirements and Inuit housing needs and preferences. Memorial Gazette
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Queen’s U’s Warren Mabee discusses protests over the Muskrat Falls projects on CBC. He says the
protests, which have persuaded the government of Newfoundland and Labrador to make changes to
the project, are an example for other groups opposing similar mega projects across the country.
CBCNews | Newfoundland & Labrador
U Victoria’s Phil Dearden assisted an international research team which recently placed the first-ever
satellite-tracking tag on a tiger shark in one of the world’s most pristine reefs, the UNESCO world
heritage site, Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park in the Philippines. RCGS Fellows Journal.
U Guelph’s Ben Bradshaw appointed as assistant vice-president (graduate studies). He begins his
five-year term Oct. 17. A professor in the Department of Geography since 2004, Bradshaw heads a
community-engaged research program on environmental governance. He has served as acting
department chair and on the University’s Strategic Renewal Advisory Committee. U Guelph News
U Saskatchewan’s Maureen Reed of the University of Saskatchewan is working with The Canadian
Biosphere Reserves to help plan an event to coincide 2017 AGM and the “Students on Ice” Sea to Sea
to Sea expedition. The event will help to bring Biosphere Reserve practitioners, academics, Indigenous
peoples, and others together. RCGS Fellows Journal.
U Lethbridge’s Hester Jiskoot became one of four Associate Chief Editors for the scientific
publications of the International Glaciological Society: the Journal of Glaciology and the Annals of
Glaciology. Hester will complete her term as President of the Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers in March 2017. RCGS Fellows Journal.
Recent MUN Geography PhD, Michelle Porter long listed for National CBC Poetry Prize. Michelle
began writing essays and poetry about home more than three years ago while studying toward her PhD
in geography. Now, she is a consultant with the Newfoundland Quarterly, the province's arts and
culture magazine and one of the oldest continuously published magazines in Canada. CBC Books
Brock U graduate student Benjamin Kwao won the ‘Faculty of Social Sciences Award for the Best
Paper in a Graduate Course’ with his GEOG 5P65 paper ‘Political Ecology of Small-Scale Gold Mining
in Ghana’. Benjamin is a second year graduate student in the MA Geography program.
U British Colombia’s Juanita Sundberg was interviewed as part of a student led initiative to identify
and foster a sense of geographic identify in the Department of Geography. UBC Geography
SFU Geography at Esri Canada GIS User Conference. SFU Geography faculty, staff and students
participated in the Esri Canada GIS User Conference held at the Vancouver Convention Center,
November 2nd 2016. It was an opportunity to share ideas and explore new and emerging spatial
information systems and science research and products. SFU Geography
Carleton U Department of Geography and Environmental Studies introduces a Minor in Urban
Studies to serve as a springboard for students interested in urban planning, community activism,
working in urban policy in the public or non-profit sectors, or pursuing a graduate degree. Carleton
Minor
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Other “Geographical” News
Homework help companies continue to raise copyright, academic integrity issues. A professor of
physics recently discovered that one of his students had posted a copyrighted homework assignment to
Course Hero, an online learning platform, and solicited “tutoring help” -- in reality, paying a user located
at the University of Nairobi in Kenya to solve the problems. “I don’t know how to do them please help
me,” the student wrote. “Please show me the procedures!” The tutor returned several handwritten
pages of homework solutions in less than 12 hours. The student didn’t even get his money’s worth. The
professor let his teaching assistants grade the work without informing them of the circumstances. They
gave the problem set a 33 on a 100-point scale, well below the average of 88. The case is an example
of the headaches caused by websites that offer online study guides and tutoring services, as well as
general question-and-answer sites where students sometimes ask for homework help. Professors have
been worried about this kind of hand-me-down cheating since the dawn of the test file, but taking those
files online has opened new avenues for contract cheating under the guise of student support. Inside
Higher Ed
Too flirty? Too fertile? It's tough to be the right kind of woman in academia. Sexism is rife on the
university conference circuit, where powerful men treat women with casual unkindness. “I wouldn’t do a
session with you,” a colleague said at a conference. Did he think poorly of my scholarship? Of my
speaking skills? He was a senior academic; I didn’t even have a full-time lectureship. “Why not?” I
asked unhappily. “I can’t. My wife thinks you’re a threat,” he replied. “She thinks you flirt with me.” That I
did not expect. As I pulled my lower jaw up to reconnect with its partner, I considered this claim. OK,
calm down, I told myself. There might be a reason this woman, who has never met me, feels this way.
Something he has told her has made her think I’m out to ensnare him. The Guardian
Mysterious noises that have haunted people in the Canadian Arctic for many years may have a
simple explanation: The theories range from UFOs operating under the ice to the release of methane
gas to Russian or U.S. submarines lurking in Canadian waters. But one possible explanation for the
mysterious sounds seemingly coming from the ocean floor in Canada’s Arctic may be rather
straightforward, suggests a U.S. scientist working on a project that generates low-frequency sound in
the far North. It could be ice rubbing together. National Post
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Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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