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U Saskatchewan’s John Pomeroy and new Canmore lab studying flood prediction and climate
change impacts on water: At a new research lab in Canmore, Alta., scientists are studying the impact
of climate change on water, glaciers and snow, and developing tools to predict and warn people about
future floods. The Coldwater Laboratory, led by the University of Saskatchewan’s John Pomeroy,
recently moved from the Barrier Lake Field Station in Kananaskis Country to the Bow Valley. The
expanded lab in Canmore opened earlier this month and is part of the University of Saskatchewan-led
Global Water Futures Program, funded in part by a $77.8-million grant from the Canada First Research
Excellence Fund. Its a large initiative that's looking to develop improved flood and drought forecasting
systems and to start to look at the impacts of climate change on our water supplies and the quality of
that water in 50 years, 100 years time. Pomeroy, who is also the Canada Research Chair in water
resources and climate change, and director of the Centre for Hydrology at the University of
Saskatchewan. CBCNews | Calgary
U Victoria’s Phil Dearden ask “Who is the hostage in pipeline issue?”: Who would disagree that
hostage-taking is a bad thing? Hence the brilliance of the politician-speak gifted to us by Rachel Notley,
the premier of Alberta: “But I fundamentally disagree with the view that one province or even one region
can hold hostage the economy of another province, or in this case, the economy of our entire country,”
she thundered. And it seems so right, because taking hostages is plain wrong. But in this case, it is not
clear who is the hostage. I would argue that it is us, the people of B.C., all other provinces, regions and
the entire country and the world that are being held hostage, not the poor people of Alberta. We, the
people, are being held hostage because Alberta wants the right to continue and increase the production
of oil that is a major contributor to global climate change. Every day around the world, climate records
are being broken. Record high temperatures, record lows, record droughts, record floods have become
a matter of routine. Climate scientists have been telling us unequivocally for decades that these
changes are the result of increased emissions of gases related to human activities. If these changes
are undesirable, expensive, life-threatening, we should be doing everything in our power to ensure that
we are not making the problem worse and that we are investing in ways to adapt to these changes.
Instead, we simply aim to burn more oil. Who is the hostage and why do we let this happen? We are
hostages to the oil barons of Alberta, who reap the economic benefit of increased oil production while
the rest of us collect all the problems. We let this happen because politicians have persuaded us that
the most important word in the world is “economics.” Anything that threatens to impinge upon economic
growth, such as not burning more oil, is a villain. We don’t even question it. Politicians know this and
are eager to play to that weakness. Victoria Times-Colonist
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Simon Fraser U’s Geography 310 Field Course returns from the central Okanagan. After a whirlwind
of mapping, surveying, navigating, coring, positioning, sampling, and measuring capped off by an
enthusiastic canoe race, the adventurous team of students and staff have returned to generate field
reports summarizing research on a major landslide site in the Central Okanagan. Check out the
Geography Facebook page for pictures of field school activities.
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Other “Geographical” News
Stolen Wood - how thousand-year-old trees became the new ivory: Global timber theft has grown
into a “rapidly escalating environmental crime wave” according to a 2012 report by the United Nations
Environmental Program (UNEP) and Interpol, titled Green Carbon, Black Trade. The report estimates
that somewhere between 15 to 30 per cent of the global timber trade is conducted through the black
market and linked to organized crime outfits that wouldn’t balk at trading weapons or humans. Now with
armed “timber cartels” as part of their operation, these groups have identified profit in the immense
value of ancient nature. Smithsonian.com
Some Gatineau homeowners in flood zone will not be allowed to rebuild: Gatineau homeowners
whose residences need to be demolished and are located in a certain flood zone will not be able to
rebuild under provincial law. Residents whose homes are located in a 0 to 20 year flood zone will not
be able to rebuild. Of the more than 1,800 homes that were flooded, about 75 per cent are located in
the most high-risk, low-lying areas. CBCNews | Ottawa
When grades aren't enough, how to sell your academic brilliance: Academia is nice work, if you
can get it. It quickly became clear to me, as a PhD student, that completing the PhD was just the
beginning. Unless you publish open access, most scholars won’t read your work – more than half of
published papers are never cited – and that means you’ve got to be more creative about displaying
your expertise. Master’s and PhD students eyeing up an academic career need to accept that selfpromotion is a major part of academia. Selling yourself in academia isn’t really about icky branding: it’s
about defining your academic identity and building a strategy to communicate that to future colleagues
in your field. You need to understand what you want to accomplish with an online presence, because it
will be worthless if you’re simply doing it for its own sake. An academic brand should convey who you
are as a researcher and what you aspire to become. The Guardian
Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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