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Note: Release of GeogNews is suspended until after the @UVTRL field season in July. As in recent
years, we are heading to remote internet-free research sites in the British Columbia Coast Mountains.
Have a good summer geographers. Cheers, Dan

@UVicGeog PhD candidate Megan Adams provides insight into bears, their hair and their fishy
fare: Since 2012, Megan Adams has been plunging into the Great Bear rain forest of central British
Columbia by truck, boat and helicopter, looking for suitable places to string up a roll of 15.5-gauge
barbed wire to snag tufts of hair from passing black and grizzly bears. Five years and more than a
kilometre-worth of wire later, Meagan has collected hundreds of hair samples which, when combined
with hundreds more from across the province, reveal in greater detail than ever before one of the most
important predator-prey relationships in North America and an underappreciated link between land
and sea. The result, published this week in the open access journal Ecosphere, shows the extent to
which bears in B.C. are acquiring nutrients from the open ocean though eating salmon. In some cases,
those nutrients are finding their way many hundreds of kilometres inland, forming “hot spots” near the
Alberta border where bears are thriving on a high salmon diet. “We know the ‘fishiest’ bears are the
healthiest bears,” said Ms. Adams, a wildlife ecologist and PhD student in the Department of
Geography at the University of Victoria. “We wanted to know where those bears live.” While it’s no
surprise that bears eat salmon, the study quantifies that relationship with a series of detailed maps that
span the entire province. The maps show important differences between the diets of different bear
species and between males and females. The data are presented at a regional scale that can inform
conservation practices and illuminate the degree to which bears should be factored into decisions
regarding the salmon fishery. The Globe and Mail
U Waterloo GEM students recognized at international tourism forum: Not long ago, Sarah Tam
questioned if she was on the right path. Like some master’s students, she had a hard time transitioning
from her undergrad to graduate studies. But after following the advice of her supervisor, and being
rewarded for stepping outside her comfort zone, Tam now knows she’s on the right track. Tam is one of
two Geography and Environmental Management students who were encouraged by their supervisor
Dan Scott to apply to the World Tourism Forum Young Talent Programme. And, out of 70 applicants
from around the world, both were selected; Tam placing in the top three and her classmate Megan
Sutton in the top nine. U Waterloo Environment

New in The Canadian Geographer

Mathieu Charron. 2017. Communautés francophones minoritaires : Le territoire influence-t-il l'identité
linguistique? The Canadian Geographer / Le Géographe canadien. DOI: 10.1111/cag.12386
Abstract: Cet article s'intéresse au rôle joué par le territoire sur l'identité linguistique. Autrement dit, la
question posée est : le territoire de résidence peut-il favoriser l'attachement à la francophonie ? Pour
répondre à cette question, les données de l'Enquête sur la vitalité des minorités de langue officielle
(EVMLO), menée par Statistique Canada en 2006, sont mises à profit. Plus spécifiquement, des
modèles de régression sont développés de manière à distinguer l'impact des caractéristiques
individuelles (âge, sexe, éducation, etc.) de l'impact du territoire de résidence. Les résultats montrent
que le territoire a un impact mineur, mais non négligeable sur l'identité linguistique et l'engagement des
francophones dans leurs communautés. Ainsi, certains milieux favorisent plus que d'autres l'utilisation
du français et l'identité francophone. La conclusion aborde la question de l'impact des technologies
d'information et de communication sur la construction de l'identité linguistique.

Magalie Quintal-Marineau. 2017. The new work regime in Nunavut: A gender perspective. The
Canadian Geographer / Le Géographe canadien. DOI:10.1111/cag.12387
Abstract: This paper examines the economic landscape of contemporary Nunavut from the perspective
of Inuit women's labour force activity. Gender is shown to play a crucial role in explaining wage work
dynamics in contemporary Nunavut and, more importantly, within Inuit families. Despite the centrality of
Inuit women's employment, family, and domestic responsibilities—as well as their increased
participation in northern development—very few studies have examined gender dynamics in this
context. Drawing on 29 families’ personal stories collected by the author in the community of
Kangiqtugaapik, Nunavut between 2011 and 2013, this paper examines how wage work is organized at
the community, family, and individual levels.
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Other “Geographical” News
Ten million tonnes of fish wasted every year despite declining fish stocks: Industrial fishing fleets
dump nearly 10 million tonnes of good fish back into the ocean every year, according to new research.
The study reveals that almost 10 per cent of the world’s total catch in the last decade was discarded
due to poor fishing practices and inadequate management. This is equivalent to throwing back enough
fish to fill about 4,500 Olympic sized swimming pools every year. Fishers discard a portion of their catch
because fishing practices damage the fish and make them unmarketable, the fish are too small, the
species is out of season, only part of the fish needs to be harvested—as with the Alaska pollock roe—
or the fishers caught species that they were not targeting, something known as bycatch. The study
examined the amount of discarded fish over time. In the 1950s, about five million tonnes of fish were
discarded every year, in the 1980s that figure grew to 18 million tonnes. It decreased to the current
levels of nearly 10 million tonnes per year over the past decade. UBC News
Rising seas could result in 2 billion refugees by 2100: In the year 2100, 2 billion people -- about
one-fifth of the world's population -- could become climate change refugees due to rising ocean levels.
Those who once lived on coastlines will face displacement and resettlement bottlenecks as they seek
habitable places inland, according to new research. ScienceDaily
Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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