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Memorial U’s Chris Sharpe presents photos in Canada 150 photo exhibit: Produced by the
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia, this Canada 150 exhibit features photos of a wide array of structures
that were built in the years leading up to Confederation. Chris Sharpe, a retired geography professor
with Memorial University of Newfoundland, moved to Shelburne two years ago. After joining the
Heritage Trust’s board of directors, Sharpe learned of plans for a juried exhibit of buildings that were
around at the time of Confederation and have survived to present day. Photographs of “any structure
that was built in or prior to 1867” qualified for submission, Sharpe explains. “I identified 65 buildings in
the Town of Shelburne that qualified by age, so, I took pictures of them and sent them all off.” Of the 65
photos Sharpe submitted, five were accepted for the exhibit: Humphreys House (circa 1784), on the
corner of Water and George Streets, now houses an antique and art shop; the former Joseph McGill
Shipbuilding and Transportation Company office (circa 1857), on the corner of Dock and John Street,
now houses the Beandock coffee shop; Shakespear House (circa 1784), on the corner of George and
Water Street; Tottie’s Store (circa 1800), on Ann Street, now serves as the Orderly Room for the
Shelburne Re-enactment Association; and, White-Irwin House (circa 1784), on Water Street. Chronicle
Herald
U British Columbia’s Andreas Christen co-authors study showing how trees can make or break
city weather: Even a single urban tree can help moderate wind speeds and keep pedestrians
comfortable as they walk down the street, according to a new study that also found losing a single tree
can increase wind pressure on nearby buildings and drive up heating costs. The researchers used
remote-sensing laser technology to create a highly detailed computer model of a Vancouver
neighbourhood down to every tree, plant and building. They then used computer simulation to
determine how different scenarios -- no trees, bare trees, and trees in full leaf -- affect airflow and heat
patterns around individual streets and houses. The researchers compared the simulated scenarios
against a decade of measured wind data from a 30-metre-tall research tower operated by UBC in the
same Vancouver neighbourhood. They discovered that even bare trees in the winter months can
moderate airflow and wind pressure, contributing to a more comfortable environment The model,
piloted last year, is the first to simulate a real urban neighbourhood in extreme detail, added study coauthor and UBC geography professor Andreas Christen.. . "Information from such models can improve
weather forecasts in order to predict the effects of a storm on a building and pedestrian level," said
Christen. "It could also help city planners in designing buildings, streets, and city blocks to maximize
people's comfort and limit wind speed to reduce energy loss." EuerkaAlert

Wilfrid Laurier U’s Colin Robertson and master's student Lauren Yee enlist Ontario farmers to
help protect threatened migratory songbirds: Wilfrid Laurier University researchers are enlisting
farmers to help track and protect two threatened bird species in Ontario. The citizen science project,
dubbed GrassLander, is an online platform where farmers can record sightings of the bobolink and
eastern meadowlark. Their help will contribute valuable data on the migratory songbirds that would
otherwise be tough to gather because it's private land. "It's important to work with the farmers. It's the
main habitat for the birds," said geography master's student Lauren Yee. The project is being led by
Prof. Colin Robertson, in Laurier's department of geography and environmental studies, and Yee in
partnership with the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association. Farmers are already doing
conservation work, Yee said, and "they're really keen to track these things and contribute." Bobolink
and eastern meadowlark nest in grasslands, and the commonly tall grasses are now found on farms as
natural grasslands decline. "Farmers make up the majority of the grassland habitat, their hayfields and
pastures," Yee said. "It's an important habitat for them." Both species build their nests on the ground in
dense vegetation, which works well to hide from predators, but makes them vulnerable to farming
activities such as haying. Cutting hay during breeding or hatching can destroy the nests, eggs and baby
birds. Educating farmers and changing some of their practices is part of the project's aim, along with
collecting data. Delaying haying can give the birds a better chance at survival. TheRecord.com

New Book
Liette Vasseur, Mary J. Thornbush and Steve Plante. 2018. Climate Change Adaptation to Coastal
Storms in Atlantic Canada. Springer Briefs in Geography. Springer. ISBN: 978-3-319-63491-3 (Print)
978-3-319-63492-0 (Online)

In late 2010 and early January 2011, Atlantic Canada experienced a series of severe winter storms with
high winds and surge that caused important damage in several coastal communities. Some people
experienced flooding, while others coastal erosion. Subsequently, in 2011, a large multisite longitudinal
project was initiated to (1) better understand people’s experiences with storms and (2) co-construct with
these communities adaptation plans for the future, thus improving their resilience to climate change.
Interviews were conducted in 2011–2012 and again in 2014 as a follow-up to examine changes in
perception over time. This brief seeks to present the findings from the second set of interviews in 2014
compared to the initial findings. Based on in-depth semi-structured interviews and focus groups in 10
studied communities in Québec and New Brunswick, it was discovered that people felt resilient, but at
the same time vulnerable to storms and other extreme events. While they may have been involved in
the longitudinal project, the lessons learned extracted from the findings show that much more remains
to be done in order to ensure that communities are prepared for future environmental and climate
changes. As this project used a participatory action research approach, this brief conveys the
importance of integrating local actors from various sectors and their existing knowledge when
developing adaptation plans and proactive coastal management strategies.
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Other “Geographical” News
Tracking bergs: Holyrood company uses drone to put GPS on iceberg: It was a tricky operation in
heavy fog, but a company based in Holyrood recently used a drone to place a GPS tracker on an
iceberg about two kilometres outside Petty Harbour. Brian Lundrigan's company, RPM Aerial Services,
partnered with a GPS manufacturer in Nova Scotia for the pilot project, which aimed to find a safe way
to place a tracker on an iceberg without getting too close to the often unpredictable masses of floating
ice. Lundrigan said perfecting the process for other applications — such as attaching sensors to
measure the heave, pitch and roll of icebergs — would be beneficial for the offshore oil industry. "When
an iceberg is a threat, understanding how big that iceberg is, its properties, would be very valuable,"
said Lundrigan. CBCNews | Newfoundland & Labrador
B.C. woman files private charges over Mount Polley tailings spill: An Indigenous woman has filed
private charges in the 2014 collapse of the tailings dam at the Mount Polley mine, days after British
Columbia's government announced that provincial charges would not be laid. Bev Sellers has filed
court documents alleging that Mount Polley Mining Corp. polluted the environment when a tailings dam
burst, sending 24 million cubic metres of mine waste into local waterways. Sellers was the acting chief
of the Xat'sull First Nation, located near the gold and copper mine in B.C.'s Cariboo region, when the
dam collapsed on Aug. 4, three years ago. CBCNews | British Columbia
A future with more fires: The first half of B.C.'s summer has been filled with wildfires, and as the
climate continues to change, things could get a lot worse. In B.C. alone, 501 wildfires larger than 0.1
hectares have burned as of Wednesday, burning an estimated 426,000 hectares - the third worst fire
season on record. Dr. John Innes, dean of UBC Vancouver's Faculty of Forestry, conducted a study on
the impact of climate change on wildfires in the Kelowna area back in 2007. “What we've seen and
what we're predicting is that the fire season is going to get longer at either end ... and we are also
seeing increased severity being predicted, so the fires will burn hotter,” Dr. Innes said. “That was about
10 years ago we did that and we predicted exactly whats happening.” Dr. Innes says that while the
weather's impact on wildfires fluctuates from year to year, there has been a trend of longer and more
intense fire seasons since his study 10 years ago. Castanet
Melting glaciers in Swiss Alps could reveal hundreds of mummified corpses: Swiss police say
hundreds of bodies of mountaineers who have gone missing in the Alps in the past century could
emerge in coming years as global warming forces the country’s glaciers to retreat. Alpine authorities
have registered a significant increase in the number of human remains discovered last month, with the
body of a man missing for 30 years the most recent to be uncovered. Rescue teams in Saas Valley in
the Valais canton were called after two climbers spotted a hand and two shoes protruding from the
Hohlaub Glacier. The Guardian
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Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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