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Thompson Rivers U’s Michael Mehta led project for Canada’s first solar sidewalk at University:
A new walkway is laying the ground for a greener campus at Thompson Rivers University. Over the
summer, the university in Kamloops, British Columbia, installed 16 solar modules into a 14-metre
stretch of sidewalk on campus. It’s touting the solar sidewalk as the first of its kind in Canada. The
panelled walkway is wired into the university’s sustainability office. In a year, the panels should produce
nearly 1,300 kWh, according to project lead Michael Mehta, a professor of geography and
environmental studies at TRU. That would be enough to power all the lights, computers and appliances
in the nearby office. The slip-resistant modules have been specially designed and reinforced to be
walked and driven on. As part of the experiment, the walkway was intentionally installed in a hightraffic, tree-lined area. Each module is less than a quarter-of-an-inch thick, with solar cells optimized to
respond to shade patterns that change throughout the day – when a set of cells drops in its ability to
generate power the others make up the difference to maintain a consistent output. “If it can work in this
location, solar sidewalks and perhaps even solar roads can work almost anywhere,” Dr. Mehta wrote in
a recent blog post about the build. The sidewalk is a prototype for Dr. Mehta’s Solar Compass project, a
compass-shaped path made of 64 solar modules. Solar Compass installation is scheduled to begin
outside TRU’s Arts and Education building in late September. Once in operation, the solar road should
offset the use of up to 40 computers eight hours a day over the course of a year. Dr. Metha says his
bright idea is leading the way for energy-generating infrastructure – roads, sidewalks, parking lots,
bridges – to eventually pay for its own construction, use and maintenance. University Affairs
Simon Fraser U’s Lance Lesack research team featured via Smithsonian.com: Lesack and his
research team have been working on the Mackenzie Delta as members of a larger international
collaboration, in part trying to measure the quantity of methane (greenhouse gas) fizzing out of the
lakes. The team is taking a uniquely collaborative approach that includes U.S. and Canadian
researchers in geology, microbiology, limnology and oceanography. All of these researchers are in
close connection with native communities within the Canadian Northwest Territories. Scientists like
Lesack are starting to reach out to non-scientist natives like Albert Elias, an elder who is Inuvialuit, or
Western Canadian Inuit, Elias who live in the region year round, have already felt the impacts of
warming, and have their own intimate knowledge of the land that will help tie the pieces of the warming
puzzle together. SFU Geography | Smithsonian.com

U Northern British Columbia’s Greg Halseth and Laura Ryser delves into rapid pace of change
resource-dependent communities are facing: A new book written by University of Northern British
Columbia researchers delves into the increasingly rapid pace of change resource-dependent
communities are facing in the global economy. Geographer Greg Halseth and Research Manager
Laura Ryser collaborated on Towards a Political Economy of Resource-dependent Regions. The book
explores how the pace of change has increased in resource-dependent communities over the past
three decades due to complex and interwoven economic, political, social, demographic, cultural,
environmental and community changes. “This book is a major product from our long-term research
work and it describes the broader context for the changes that are impacting resource-dependent
communities and economies,” says Halseth, the Canada Research Chair in Rural and Small Town
Studies. “All of it builds from our experiences and research engagement with the changes and issues
that are important for Northern B.C.” The book identifies critical matters of context to help explain the
changes in regions ranging from Northern B.C. to the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia,
New Zealand and the Nordic countries. By looking at the trajectories of the changes in different regions
around the world, Halseth and Ryser are identifying local solutions with global impact. “The acceleration
of change is linked, in part, with the greater connectivity provided by new transportation and
communications technologies as well as the increasing interconnectedness of the global economy,”
Halseth explains. UNBC Newsroom
Western U Geography PhD candidate Paul van der Werf studies scrap food waste fallacies: For
Paul van der Werf, it’s not about food waste. It’s about food. “It’s not just your banana peels and egg
shells and coffee grounds. You should see what ends up thrown away – untouched and left-over food,
like a $12 roast. At that point, you’re just rolling up a ball of money and throwing it into the garbage,”
said van der Werf, a Geography PhD candidate with 25 years of experience in environmental
consulting. Through his consulting company, 2CG, van der Werf measures residential and commercial
waste composition and provides and analyzes data to a wide variety of municipal and provincial
governments. It’s information local governments use to put together reports and make informed
decisions about environmental initiatives. “What I’ve now been able to do is combine my expertise in
waste management, organic waste management and measurement with the food piece, which I have
been interested in for a long time,” van der Werf said. Part of his doctoral research is examining food
waste in London, looking to find why Londoners throw away significant amounts of food and what can
be done to reduce the organic haul that ends up in landfills. He hopes to offer the city data it can use to
initiate waste reduction or intervention initiatives. Such a study has not only environmental implications,
but fiscal and social, as well, van der Werf stressed. “When I’m looking at intervention, all I want to do is
reconnect people to what’s always very important. Your resources are really important to you. That’s
the thrust of my messaging and research,” he said. For his research, van der Werf is looking at the
individual household in London, exploring what’s generated in waste and developing metrics around
that. What is the worth of food waste per household? What is that worth in a city like London? What sort
of greenhouse gas implications are there? What are the social implications? How many meals – which
could potentially feed individuals in need – does our food waste amount to? Western News
U Toronto announces Jennifer Keesmaat will be joining the Department of Geography &
Planning as a Bousfield Distinguished Visitor in Planning for the 2017-2018 academic year: Ms.
Keesmaat is a graduate of the University of Western Ontario (double major in Politics and Planning)
and York University (Masters of Environmental Studies – (urban and regional planning). Jennifer
served as the Chief Planner for the City of Toronto from 2012 to 2017 and is perhaps best known for
her advocacy of density, walkability, complete streets, and active transportation, as well as for a
national urban agenda. While in residence, Jennifer will have multiple points of contact with students
and faculty including coffee-break/brown-bag sessions with planning students through the Fall term,
and as the instructor of a graduate planning course in the Spring term, 2018. U Toronto Geography

2

Queen’s U’s Warren Mabee discusses Canada's lesser-known carbon-fighting policies: Canada’s
environment commissioner Julie Gelfand delivered a stern warning to the federal government this
week, declaring that to deal with climate change Ottawa needs to move “from a seemingly endless
planning mode into an action mode.” That will mean more than just putting a price on carbon — to date
the only element in the Liberals’ pan-Canadian climate change framework that’s received much
attention. The government’s plan also includes a suite of lesser-known policies, including a proposed
clean fuel standard that some say amounts to a second carbon tax. The new standard, likely unknown
to most Canadians, could actually have more of an impact than a carbon price in cutting Canada’s
carbon emissions to 30 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030, according to some experts. “I think that the
clean fuel standard will drive change faster than carbon pricing,” said Warren Mabee, director of the
Queen’s Institute for Energy and Environmental Policy, in an email. “In fact, (it) will essentially create a
‘de facto’ price on carbon which is higher than the national price that the government has talked about,
by forcing companies to invest and to make changes in the fuel supply chain.” Globe and Mail
U Toronto’s Tammara Soma on the challenges of reducing food waste: Underripe tomatoes.
Misshapen carrots. In the food world, these are sometimes referred to as "below seconds" – still safe
and edible, but unacceptable to retailers. Producing food only to have it wind up in landfill means
already limited resources such as land, water and fertilizer have been squandered. And as that food
decomposes, it releases methane, a greenhouse gas – about 3.3-billion tonnes of it each year,
according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. As a result, waste has
emerged as a cause célèbre in recent years for the food world. Last year, France passed a law banning
retailers from throwing out still-edible products. Celebrity chefs introduced food waste "pop-up"
restaurants. Vancouver launched its "Love Food Hate Waste" consumer awareness campaign. And
neighbours banded together to set up "community refrigerators" to share leftovers. But experts say that
well-meaning, smaller and local initiatives are little defence against an ever-growing and complicated
problem. Some of the initiatives – especially those aimed at just one level in the supply chain – can
cause further problems. For example, retailers suddenly diverting large quantities of perishable
products to charities that aren't equipped to handle them can leave those charitable groups responsible
for their disposal. "What we're doing is basically putting little Band-Aid solutions in bits and pieces
everywhere," said Tammara Soma, the lead researcher at the University of Toronto's Food Systems
Lab. "What we need are systemic changes," she said. "That's why they're so difficult to do. Because
they require sacrifice." Globe and Mail

The Canadian Association of Geographers-Ontario Division annual meeting will be hosted by Queen’s
University on October 20-21, 2017. The theme of the conference is Geographical Perspectives:
Approaching a Complex World.
Please see the conference website for more details
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Recent Theses and Dissertations
Sherifat Adekola. 2017. From brain drain to brain train – a transnational case analysis of Nigerian
migrant health care workers. PhD dissertation. Department of Geography and Environmental Studies,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario. Supervisor: Margaret Walton-Roberts.
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alpine treeline vegetation. PhD dissertation. Department of Geography and Planning, Queen’s
University, Kingston, Ontario. Supervisor: Ryan Danby.
Emmanuel Ole Kileli. 2017. Assessment of the effectiveness of a community-based conservation
approach used by pastoralist villages in Loliondo Division, northern Tanzania. MA thesis. Department of
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New Book
Tarmo Remmel and Ajith Perera (Eds.) 2017. Mapping Forest Landscape Patterns. Springer-Verlag
New York. 326 p. ISBN:978-1-4939-7329-3

This book explores the concepts, premises, advancements, and challenges in quantifying natural forest
landscape patterns through mapping techniques. After several decades of development and use, these
tools can now be examined for their foundations, intentions, scope, advancements, and limitations.
When applied to natural forest landscapes, mapping techniques must address concepts such as
stochasticity, heterogeneity, scale dependence, non-Euclidean geometry, continuity, non-linearity, and
parsimony, as well as be explicit about the intended degree of abstraction and assumptions. These
studies focus on quantifying natural (i.e., non-human engineered) forest landscape patterns, because
those patterns are not planned, are relatively complex, and pose the greatest challenges in
cartography, and landscape representation for further interpretation and analysis.
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Other “Geographical” News
The Mackenzie basin, Canada's largest watershed, in the midst of a rapid and uncertain
transformation: Bringing together the work of 12 separate Indigenous organizations from across the
Mackenzie and its tributaries, the report documents impacts that are related to resource development,
environmental contamination and the growing demand for hydroelectric energy in the basin's
headwaters. And while the various causes and effects are difficult to disentangle, the result makes clear
how climate change acts as a multiplier by exacerbating the increasing pressure on a river system that
drains one fifth of Canada's total land area and helps sustain dozens of communities with tons of fish
harvested annually. Globe and Mail
Overrun by rodents? St. John's named 'rattiest' city in Atlantic Canada: St. John's is number one
in Atlantic Canadian cities when it comes to rats, according to Orkin Canada. Halifax, Saint John,
Moncton and Dartmouth round out the top five. Mount Pearl and Paradise came in at number six and
seven on the list, respectively. The dubious distinction is based on the number of commercial and
residential treatments the pest control company provided for rats and mice in Atlantic Canada from
Sept. 1, 2016 to Aug. 31, 2017, according to a news release from the company. CBCNews |
Newfoundland & Labrador
Plenty of ways to bring an end to plagiarism in university essays: The answer to plagiarism at the
undergraduate level is quite simple: revert to the old fashioned method of assessing each student by a
written examination at the end of each term, course or degree. Unless the student is very lucky in their
choice of plagiarised essays or examination questions, and also has a photographic memory, they will
not succeed. Indeed, if they have bought some answers, to learn them, they might even have learnt
something of the subject. The Guardian

Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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