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U Guelph’s Faisal Moola describes how the impacts of industrial development on Indigenous
land means a critical approach is necessary: The University of Manitoba’s Clayton H. Riddell faculty
of environment, earth, and resources hosted Faisal Moola, University of Guelph associate geography
professor, for a lecture built around how Indigenous communities can better provide quality protection
over traditional lands in comparison to current federal conservation policies. Moola said the chief
difference between government policy and Indigenous-led “environmental assessment” processes is
the fundamental comprehension of the land itself. “An environmental assessment process that was
driven by Indigenous people for Indigenous peoples would focus on the management needs of the
land, the water, the air, the wildlife, the communities that depend on those resources first,” he said.
“In practical terms, it would mean that rather than focusing on what we should take from nature to
create wealth and employment,” he continued, “we should first consider what needs to be retained in
nature to sustain both the wildlife and the wellbeing of local communities.” Moola noted that Indigenous
scholars remain concerned that Bill C-69 does not explicitly incorporate Indigenous voices in the
decision-making process for industrial development projects. He stressed that discourse on industrial
development should not take place in the absence of a worldview that highlights humankind’s essential
connection to nature. “Nature is our home,” Moola said. “Nature provides our most fundamental needs
and nature dictates limits to growth. The Manitoban
U Regina’s Dave Sauchyn warns that global warming is amplifying flood and drought conditions
in Saskatchewan: Saskatchewan can expect the current swing between flooding and drought
conditions to continue or even worsen due to climate change, according to a professor at the University
of Regina. Dave Sauchyn, a professor in the university's geography and environmental studies
department, spoke about the province's water variations at the annual conference for the Assiniboine
River Basin Initiative. "We've always dealt with these swings, but the swings seem to be getting larger
as a result of warming up the world," he said. Sauchyn said Saskatchewan already has one of the more
variable climates on Earth, on par with Siberia. "Global warming is actually exaggerating or amplifying
that variability," he said. That increased fluctuation means there will be some much drier years and
some much wetter years. Sauchyn said multiple solutions are being discussed, including the use of
engineering and technology, but especially managing the natural landscape. He said managing the
landscape and wetlands to better store water naturally in times of plenty means water would be
available to use in times of drought. CBCNews | Saskatchewan

U Montreal’s James King studying Slims River dust particles to find out how they affect
northern atmosphere: The Slims River valley in Yukon is known for its large dust storms in the
summer months. The Slims River (called A'ay Chu in the Southern Tutchone language) used to flow
from the Kaskawulsh Glacier. But two years ago, the river dried up when the glacier retreated and its
melt water was diverted. Now, the vast riverbed is a test area for studying dust. University of Montreal
chemistry student Jill Bachelder spent her summer last year, researching and collecting dust from the
Slims River basin. She's working in collaboration with a geography professor, James King of the
Département de géographie, modelling the dust emissions. The researchers are using air samplers in
the area to collect the dust. Bachelder says they measure the chemical composition of the dust
particles. Winds originating from the Gulf of Alaska flow around the mountains and glaciers in Kluane
National Park, then have a clear path across the dried mud flats. That creates a natural wind tunnel,
lifting up fine dust particles into the air. Bachelder says since the river has dried up, a lot more dust is
being kicked up by the wind. King says one question he is often asked about by people who live in the
area is what the dried riverbed will look like in the future. He expects vegetation to grow there,
eventually — something that will cut down on the dust storms. "In the past, in sub-tropical regions
where you do have a change in the water source which is usually from people taking ground water —
which happens in sub tropical regions — is that the fresh water from precipitation actually encourage
vegetation growth," he said. CBCNews | North

New Book
Geoff Mann and Joel Wainwright. 2018. Climate Leviathan. A Political Theory of Our Planetary Future.
Verso Books. 224 p.

Despite the science and the summits, leading capitalist states have not achieved anything close to an
adequate level of carbon mitigation. There is now simply no way to prevent the planet breaching the
threshold of two degrees Celsius set by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. What are the
likely political and economic outcomes of this? Where is the overheating world heading?
To further the struggle for climate justice, we need to have some idea how the existing global order is
likely to adjust to a rapidly changing environment. Climate Leviathan provides a radical way of thinking
about the intensifying challenges to the global order. Drawing on a wide range of political thought, Joel
Wainwright and Geoff Mann argue that rapid climate change will transform the world’s political
economy and the fundamental political arrangements most people take for granted. The result will be a
capitalist planetary sovereignty, a terrifying eventuality that makes the construction of viable, radical
alternatives truly imperative.
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Simon Fraser U’s Kirsten Zickfeld's PNAS paper,"Centuries of Thermal Sea Level Rise Due to
Anthropogenic Emissions of Short-Lived Greenhouse Gases", has been selected as top 100 science
stories from 2017 (ranked #18 by Discovery Magazine). SFU Geography
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Other “Geographical” News
UN Climate Panel needs more women: A 2013 special issue of Nature took a look at gender bias in
science, and concluded that the field still was “institutionally sexist.” Women scientists make less
money, and receive fewer promotions and grants than men, and are more likely to leave because of
discrimination and family pressures, the journal said. It’s no different for women in climate science.
According to new research, it may be worse. But it’s complicated. “Whether women climate scientists
have it harder in climate work as women than they do in other scientific disciplines is not a
straightforward answer,” said Miriam Gay-Antaki, a visiting assistant professor at Colorado College,
who examined the plight of women climate scientists while a doctoral candidate in geography at the
University of Arizona. The study found a modest increase in women on the panel, from less than 5
percent in 1990 to more than 20 percent today, with more than 80 percent of the women reporting they
had been treated with respect. But some of the open-ended comments from surveys of more than 100
women told a different story. Popular Science
Some Not So “Geographical” News

The CAG works for geographers on Twitter. Keep up-to-date by following @CanGeographers
GeogNews Archives: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/dept/cag/geognews/geognews.html
@CanGeographers Weekly: https://paper.li/CanGeographers/1394987315
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