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fluctuations on the terminus behaviour of Moving Glacier is 
difficult to ascribe (e.g., Wood, 1988: 410), reduced rates of 
radial growth within both of the MiIIa Lake chronologies may 
be symptomatic of an interval of reduced ablation season tem­
peratures and, perhaps, increased winter snowfalls (Fritts et 
al., 1979; Fritts, 1991). Similar climate-growth response rela­
tionships in the Cascade Range of nearby Washington state, 
have been interpreted by Graumlich and Brubaker (1986: 231) 
as indicative of intervals of Little Ice Age glacial activity. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The dendroglaciological studies at Moving Glacier provide 
the first calendar dating of a Little Ice Age glacial advance on 
Vancouver Island. While the condition of the detrital samples 
prevents the assignment of precise kill dates, the crossdates 
do show that the glacier was close to its maximum Little Ice 
Age position by 1713-1718 A.D. No evidence was found of 
an associated eighteenth century terminal moraine. This sug­
gests that the morainic debris was either incorporated into 
the terminal moraine deposited after 1818 A.D. or that the 
glacier maintained an advanced terminus position until a sub­
sequent advance in the nineteenth century. An additional find­
ing of this research was to highlight how little Moving Glacier 
had receded from its maximum Little Ice Age position by 1931. 
Although this behaviour may be due to factors other than cli­
matic (cf. Wood, 1988; Olermanns, 1989), it does add sup­
port for the idea that the Little Ice Age ended somewhat later 
in this region (Desloges and Ryder, 1990). 

The chronology of Little Ice Age glacial activity attributed 
to Moving Glacier is consistent with that emerging from the 
southern Canadian Cordillera (Osborn and Luckman, 1988). 
Further assessment of the Little Ice Age behaviour of glaciers 
on Vancouver Island will require fieldwork at other locations, 
as neither the glacial trimline or forefield at Moving Glacier is 
likely to yield additional insights. 
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